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Synopsis

Presents a history of the colonization of Africa by European countries, from the early invasions of
the Portugese and the Dutch, to the establishment of the slave trade, to the extensive holdings of

the British Empire of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
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Customer Reviews

Drawing on some of the best scholarship, this compelling account of EuropeansA¢a -4,¢
colonization of Africa begins with Greco-Roman and early medieval times. Then, with the horrific
facts of the slave trade, Nardo goes on to discuss the greed and brutality of the mad

A¢a -A“scrambleA¢a —A- for African land by those who saw themselves as chosen people of God.
The rampant racism, cloaked in humanitarian aims, affected tens of millions who were not allowed
to decide their own destinies. The quote from the famous missionary David Livingston says it all:
A¢a -A“Christianity, Commerce, and Civilization.A¢a —As Readers will also be held by the final
chapters about the end of colonialism under leaders such as Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana. With
period illustrations, the design, on light sepia-toned paper, is clear and open, and the excellent back
matter, including a time line, a bibliography, and detailed chapter notes, will spark further research.

Suggest this title in the World History series to adults, too. Grades 7-12. --Hazel Rochman



As early as Greco-Roman times, and in some cases even earlier, some of Europe’s leading ancient
cultures showed a compelling interest in exploiting the vast resources of Africa. Centuries later,
Europe was still enamored with Africa, and in what became known as the "scramble for Africa,"
Europeans took advantage of and sometimes terribly abused the indigenous peoples, rendering
them economically and politically dependent on the outsiders.
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